




































THE 


RELIGIOUS 


AND 


LITERARY REPOSITORY. 








EDITED BY A SOCIETY OF LAYMEN, MEMBERS OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 








NO. 13.] 


ANNAPOLIS, 


JULY 8, 1820. [VOL. I. 








— a —- 





TERMS: 


The Repository is pudlished twice a month, at Two 
Dollars per annum—Payable in advance, 





PRINTED BY J. GREEN. 


A GENERAL VIEW OF THE CHRIS. 
TIAN DISPENSATION, 

In a Charge to the Clergy cf the Arch- 
deaconry of London, ut the Visita- 
tion, Muy 16,1817. By Joseph 
Holden Pott, M. A. Archdeacon of 
London: 

(Concluded frdm page 186 J) 

It remains only to observe the 
course which our Lord’s Apostles 
followed in their Ministry, of which 
the record and the pattern, rest for 
us. And once more, you will see 
that such persons as the grave and 
bountiful Cornelius, the devout 
Greeks in multitudes, the noble- 
minded converts of Berea, the pru- 
dent Deputy, were among the first 
fruits of the Gospel, and were re- 
ceived with commendation by our 
Lord’s Apostles; whilst the feeble 
and the broken-hearted, they who 
were wearied with the errors of 
their way, and the burden of their 
sins, were Called also to the springs 
of succour, and received to the sure 
ground of pardon and good hope. 
You will perceive too, the regard 
Which the Apostles had to cherish 
and promote the spiritual growth in 
those whom they converted, as it 
was to flourish with a regular and 
gradual increase. If I dwell much 
on this topic, it is because I know 
0 other more clear and more cer- 











tain in itself, and yet more slighted 
and disclaimed, where exaggerated 
views are entertained. ‘That natu- 
ral and rational increase, is descri- 
bed to us in many a lively figure; it 
is pressed by many a cogent exhor- 
tation to growin grace; declared by 
many a testimony from which those 
holy witnesses, gifted as they were, 
did not exciude their own case. To 
their converts they proposed things 
suited to their apprehensions; they 
treated them as children; and in- 
deed they were such in their whole 
capacity for spiritual things. ‘Their 
prayers for them was that they 
might by degrees abound yet more 
and more, in knowledge and in 
all judgment, and at length approve 
things excellent. With this view 
their converts are exhorted to add 
one measure of improvement. to 
another: to faith virtue; and to vir- 
tue knowledge; and to knowledge 
temperance; and to temperance pa- 
tience; and to patience godliness; 
and to godliness brotherly kindness; 
and to brotherly kindness charity; 
where they are also told that by 
such proficiency, if they did such 
things they should never fall, b ut if 
they lacked them, they would shew 
that they had forgotten that they 
were purged from their old sins. 
With the same view they who were 
careless, tardy and deficient in their 
progress, Were reproved according- 
ly, and reminded, that when for the 
time, they ought to be teachers, they 
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had need that one should teach them} from first to last. To what then 
again, pee the dews of baptism, and the 
They used their first pains with early breath of prayer? To what 
their countrymen, but when the |Serves the prudent eye of honoured 
greater part of them despised the| parents and religious guides; the 
proffered mercy, they said plainly, | converse of the mild and good; the 
‘since ye put it from you, and judge| pattern of the seber and discreet; 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life;;the Jove that spares no pains, and 
lo. we turn to the Gentiles.” fears no sacrifice; the kind en. 
in the case of heathen converts,,;couragement which calls up and 
many in the first age were conver -' strengthens every generous senti- 
ted and baptized with speed, in| ments the well-timed praise; the 
great numbers, and with extraordi- cautious censure; the sincere exam- 
nary effusions of the Spirit, suited) ple which molds all to itself? 
to those days, when they who car-| Did the rule of Solomon for train- 
ried out the tidings of salvation ing youth, belong only to a former 
were passing rapidly from piace to: | dispensation; or is it superseded by 
place. ‘They put their seal there- new privileges? Will it be objected 
fore to such as pressed into the fold; that we trust to the efficacy of such 
and in due time they settled a fixed ‘means, and substitute mechanical 
Ministry among them: and then we tmpressions which do but touch the 
find that the standing means and surface for those which Influence 
ordinary course were every Where the heart? Do they deserve this 
established, together with the gra- censure who place no reliance upon 
dual methods of instruction and! any means but under the guidance 
proficiency. These rules of pru-, and corrective influences of the pro- 
dence and propriety, from the car-| mised grace which accompanies the 
liest years of life to the latest mo-_ Christian course; and who regard 
ments of its course, adapt them- | the loan of life, at all times, as a 
selves to the growth of man; they jtalent to be put to use, in order to 
take up the c!} hild from the font of our best i improvement, in the day ot 
baptism; they form his first accents , trial? 
to the rudiments of saving know-| Does it now seem an unfit thing 
ledge, and the word of prayer; and |to say that the ways of grace are 
yet they look for no more from the evermore adapted to those of nature, 
child, than consists with childish in which common reason will pre- 
vears, however seasoned with that scribe one gift and one lesson for 
Grace which accompanies in every the child, and another for the man: 
stage of access or proficiency the ‘That such was the course of Provi- 
erant of pardon, and the priviles ces idence, even where the works of mi- 
of adoption. iracle were wrought, in which the 
It is injurious surely in no light|deviation from the settled orders of 
degree to the best and noblest dis- 'the universe, was ne more than 
pensations of God’s kindness, to was just needful to mark the divine 
think that the Christian houschold | interposition, es been frequently 
possesses no fixed rule or certain | observed: and that such was the 
scheme of saie conduct and profi-jcourse prescribed and pursued by 
ciency, by which the ways of spi- those who collected the first fa milies 
ritual growth, and its regular in-| ‘into the fold of Christ, is indubita- 
creasc, are ordered and “disposed. bly true. Although the Spirit, as 
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in all times, Wrought together with 
the word; no one faculty of the hu- 
man mind was overset, nor was the 
course of nature turned aside, but 
all was succoured and improved: de- 
fects supplied, and what remained of 
any good ability, recruited and aug- 
mented. Even in the day of inspira- 
tion, St. Paul describes his own pro- 
ficiency in terms of exact analogy 
to every rational attainment, and to 
every duteous service and endea- 
vour. «1 count not myself,’ said 
he, «sto have apprehended, but this 
one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reach- 
ing forth unto those things which 
are before, I press toward the mark, 
for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.”’ 

Extend the view a little, and re- 
gard the settled course which the 
Apostle fixed in all the Churches 
which he planted. We know well 
what that method was, it was the 
way of Providence; in which a seed 
is first sown, and the blade springs, 
and the stalk rises, and the grain 
swells to maturity, It was the way 
which he prescribed in the place last 
cited, where he adds, «let us walk by 
ihe same rule, let us mind the «same 
thing:” that from henceforth, accor- 
ding to a former warning given by 


him, «they might no more be as, 


children tossed to and fro, and car- 
ried about with every wind of doc- 
trine.’ Can we forget another me- 
morable word of his? In the very 
time of high degrees of spiritual 
silts, of tongues, and miracles, even 
then, he plainly told men, that there 
was something yet more excellent 
than those powers which had some 
special purpose for their end. And 
What was that more excellent and 
perfect way? It was the way of 
Charity; the gradual, patient, well 
pursued advances in the ways of 
duty, and the path of trial. It was 
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ithe chastened and well governed 
disposition of the mind and life, 
under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit; the progress to be made, 
from day to day, in the quict, sober, 
constant, uniform, and noiseless 
path of man’s reasonable service. 
Again we find the scheme of 
Christian worship and assembly, 
pressed with peculiar exhortations 
and injunctions, as those exercises 
which were never more to be remit- 


ted or forsaken in all ages. We 
find the Christian Sabbath also 


specially observed, and the glad me- 
morials of our Lord’s resurrection 
coupled with the perpetual duties and 
unchanging obligation of the Sab- 
bath instituted by the great Creator. 

We find, too, the Scheme of dis- 
cipline for the corrigible or the re- 
fractory, exemplified in the fullest 
manner, and established in the 
Christian Churches, 

I need not, my Reverend Brethren, 
remind you further of what must 
form the frequent topic of your var- 
nest applications to the minds and 
consciences of men. You know 
well, that when the path of duty 
and good hope shall have been for- 
saken for any devious or forbidden 
way, the same merciful Redeemer. 
whose first word was, «Repent; 
speaks still; and the call is still 
made to bring men to that gate of 
refuge and recovery. The prodigal 
must then tread back lis steps to 
the threshold of his father’s house; 
with every quickening motive to 
speed his course. The terrors of a 
guilty mind; the hateful and degra- 
ding character of sin; the danger of 
delay; the certainty of loss, and 
shame, and misery without end, if 
there be no timely flight from every 
evil way; all these press, jointly and 
severally, for attention in the day 
of penitence, and the season of un- 
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If there are any who prefer less 
usual methods of describing this 

reat change of heart, when evil 
Pabits come to be detested, and the 
path of duty is again sought or re- 
covered, let us at least employ due 
caution, lest by declining plain ex- 
pressions, for those which are more 
difficult, and of less certain explica- 
tion, we make room for divisions. 
jealousies, suspicions; for perplex- 
ities and doubts in tender minds, and 
for censures and determinations in 
the case of others which may be 
much misplaced, and to which no 
human arbiter can be sufficient. 


All men can understand and few 
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from evil courses as faulty children, 
not as strangers? 

I shall here close these reflections, 
having endeavoured to point out the 
paths which we have to follow if we 
will adhere to the methods taken, 
and the provisions first made in the 
Christian Church. Having touched 
these things, however rapidhy, and 
recalled to your remembrance the 
course which under the directions of 
their Lord, the Apostles took for col. 
lecting Churches in all lands; the care 
they used for preventing separations 
and divisions in each Church, com- 
mensurate as those Churches were 
to be with cities, realms, and nati. 





can miss, in their own case, or in 
that of others, the substantial wit- 
ness of a truce repentance, as it con- 
sists in a remorse for past misdeeds, 
a thorough purpose to forsake al! 
sinful ways, with a subsequent and 
suitable amendment, by every ex- 
ercise of faith and righteousness. 


Can we think that the language 
which so well expressed the first 
translation of the first converts to 
another household, from that in which 
they nad their nurture. is better 
suited to the Christian Penitent in 
these days? That adoption in the 
first age of the Gospel constituted a 
complete estrangement from all for- 
mer kindred and connections; it in- 
vested men with the name and pri- 
vilege of auother familys; all which 


ons; the charge they gave them to 
speak the same thing. and to follow 
ithe same rules of faith, practice, 
worship, and communion; having 
brought these things to your minds, 
you must see that Ido not trust to 
|partial testimonies or opinions, but 
idirect your view to that whole plan 
| which was adopted and prescribed 
iby the great Founder of our faith, 
lof which the clear and indubitable 
records stand for our perpetual rule. 
‘Let it not be the peculiar scandal of 
our land, that any favourite tenet, 
however dubious, or remote from 
‘the necessary grounds of faith or 
duty, shall seem sufficient to induce 
men to undervalue these regular 
| provisions constituted and appointed 
‘in the Christian household, 

| Whatever inay be the compara- 
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considerations, together with the! tive advantages which attend upon 
phrase expressing them, had long! the settled state of Christianity, in 
been familiar to the Jewish people!countries which have long been 


and their proselytes. Can we think 
that such terms, which are still ap- 
plied with much significance to the 
first reception at the font of bap- 
lism, are as proper at this day to 
signify the conversion from tie ways 
of sin and error in the case of those 
Who have long been members of the 
Christian 


household; who return! 


‘blessed by its inestimable Jight and 
stated ministries; and alas! what: 
ever may be the offences and impe- 
diments which have been put into 
the way of those who should waik 
by the same rule, and mind the same 
things; still we know well for our 
comfort, that God withholds not the 
needful measures of his grace from 
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ihe willing and sincere, whatever be 
their part in life, in order to their 
best progress and proficiency. 

‘The ways of God, as weil as the 
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feebled, to arise and to go forward 
with every prospect and assurance 
of a glad reception on the borders 
of an happier scene; the rejection 


rule of life for those who are formed of all pleas of merit, together with 
to know him, and made capable to|the proud sufficiency of human 


do him service, are very uniform 
and certain. Having once revealed 
his will, and made known the treaty 
of salvation to mankind, and fur- 
nished every needful succour, the 
same testimonies rest from age to 
age. It is of unspeakable impor- 


tance, in every stage and period of 


our lives, te Jook well to the whole 
scope of the great work of proba- 


reason, whatever may be the com- 
parative degrees of understanding, 
jor of moral worth among men; these 
things, my Reverend Brethren, re- 
sult so plainly and so readily from 
the several points which have been 
touched, that FT have no fear that 
shall be thought to have taken nar- 
row views of our common creed 
and bounden duty. Happy were if 








tion; to go on from fair beginnings, could we be contented without em- 
to just and regular advances. Such) barking in more curious disquisiti- 
themes of consideration are always!ons, and returning yet again to 
proper; and [ trust you will excuse) restless and interminable questions. 
this call for your attention to them; ‘To consider what. our Diessed 
if it have surpassed the usual limits.! Saviour required of those to whom 
Such topics are at ali times scason-, he made the tender of salvation, 


able, for they are the best and fittest) 
for perpetual remembrance. 

‘Lhe creat truths of our redemp- 
tion in Christ Jesus, who took our 
nature with a voluntary condescen- 
sion, that in him it might recover 
ils integrity, and that from him, as 
anew head, every gracious influence 
might descend; the atonement made 
by him who gave himself, even to 
death, as a sacrifice for sin, that 
God might be just, and yet upon 
that ground of sufficient satisfaction, 
night justify those who had no other 
plea before him, but stood convinced 
of sins the great privilege of access 
to the Father, through the Son, and 
by the Holy Ghost; the promise of 
acquittal and acceptance for Christ’s 
only sakes the known terms of the 
Christian Covenant; the grace and 
biessings Which accompany the set- 
tled ordinances of the Christian 
Church; the needful influence, and 


and’ what he declares will be re- 
quired at the great day of account, 
In Which eminent particulars there 
is the most exact conformity in what 
was spoken by our Lord: to regard 
what we may expect with certainty 
in the way of furtherance and suc- 
cour, tf we will be true to our own 
interests tn the day of trials or, on 
the other hand, to weigh well what 
our departures have been from the 
path of duty; what our failures, our 
misdeeds, or neglects, and to turn to 
a forgiving Father with a timely 
and a truc repentance; these I con- 
ceive to be the proper objects of the 
Christian Candidate. ‘They will not 
lead him to confound what was ap- 
plicable to the first era of conver- 
sion, with what belongs to the set- 











tled state of Christianity; nor to 
look in ordinary cases for some new 
work of grace, subject to new tests, 
and distinct from that which is first 


the quickening and effectual succour pledged with every promise of in- 


of the Holy Spirit, to enable men 
Who before were maimed and en- 





‘al for the humble penitent; nov will 


crease for the dutiful, and of renew- 
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they incuine Lum to think, that the 
benehis ‘al the Gaspel are not de- 

sened forall that ave brought with- 
ini its pale, who do not cancel their 


ewn privilege, or forego their own 
hope. 

Gnee more, let us remember that 
we all have to pursuc the same pro- 
gressive course, and to encourage 
jn onr hearts the same compendious 
recollections of the grounds of fatth, 
= af the measures of religious in- 

ease, ii sincerity and holiness of| 
lite . 

Lconctade, my Reverend Brethren 
With the best wish of my heart, that 
we may tcllow the same good work 
eomunited to us, with one mind, and 
one endeavour, Inthe unity of the 

Siird, andthe bond of peace. 
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eihe Mastwicdge of Divine Things: 
fron Revelation, and not from Rea- 
son. °—By Ellis. 
for, whots infallible, has made | 
such revelations of Iimself in his! 


werd and as are ne- 


tior our present 


' ad ' ; 
ay his ee 
. t “, . y 
4CLssati ¥ ar 30} ou ftic a 

. 


as ea ’ 
Sia. 


tY 
‘ +t wash 
id f wy | RQUILC 


will be na 


ak me we 


more 


presumyi. on. in which men are 
quickly COnKG maces ay — any have 
lost their religion. and devotion too, | 


by thus cus aends 4 uid Crin siaiae at- 


kemmptens te pry. une the imysterics | 


and sex 3 of G . No one need be! 
sthdaie ot of net knowing, what God 
has not rev ealods and ike that would | 
co ft Whee, GIVES U a his wisdom anc 
endangers his safety. ‘Bhe only sure 
rule is to leave off inquiring, Where 
God leaves ofi to te 


ci us; for there 
are bounds set to human under-| 
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standing and curiosity, and there is are Christians by 


danger in attempting to press be- 
voud 
desire ignorance of what God would | 
not have us to know, 


Raowledge of Divine Things from Revelation. 


cations than this, |r 
han vanity and] 


i them; and it is real Wisdois toi] 


Mr. Locke has given in plaiy 
language the notions of those who 
suppose that the Being o: God, and 
i the other truths of relision, are dis- 
icoverable by our reason, and can by 
‘demonstrated by us. Does God 
propose any thing to mankind to be 
‘believ ed? It is very fit and credible 
ito be believed, if reason can demon. 
strate it to be true. But if humay 
reason is unable to discover it, they 
its credibtiity is lessened.” This, 
subjoins that ereat man, is in effect 
to say, that the veracity of God, is 
not a firm and sure foundation of 
faith to rely upon, without the con. 
current testimony of reason, 7. e, 
badien is not to be believed on his own 
‘word, unless what he reveales be in 
‘itself credible, and might be believ- 
ied without dui. 
| ‘Phe scripture evidence of the soul’s 
‘imuortality, (or any other truth in 
} scripture,) is not at all weakened by 

the discovery, that our reason could 
inever have demonstrated or disco- 
vered it. God has revealed it, and 
the veracity of God is a demonstra- 
ition of the truth of what he has re. 
ivealed. Does the believer of Divine 
‘revelation think it less credible, that 
there shall be a a_ resurrection 








jof the body, than that the soul 
shall live for ever, if this be so, 
‘cason 1s to be consulted, how 


ifar God is to be believed, and the 
credit of the divine testimony niust 


receive its ‘ ‘ce from the evidence 
cof reason, ¥ Which is evidently to take 
away the credibility of Givine reves 

i} sepernaturai truths, 


jiation? gm all 
wher: ein the evidence of reason fails. 

Reason has i's pray vince, and a 
pens large one, but is not the mea- 
lsure of supernatural ¢ ‘uths, We 
! faith, not by na- 
tiural reasons and must therefore be- 
‘lieve, not in ourselves, but in God. 
in thase things which religion and 
‘not reason teacnes. No foundation 
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.g so 1mmoveable as the word of| things of the Spirits becanse they 
(jo; no demonstration so clear as| are Spiritually discerned, in these, 
‘he divine authority; no truth so ‘faith is the eye, and the Soirit and 
evident as What God aifiirms; nor is| word of God the light, which dis- 
‘t natural reason nor philosophical! pels the darkness af the 
notions, but faith, which will make|opens to it a new source ef invisi- 
us acceptable to Him. bles—the Creator ef ail 
itis a glaring absurdity to say.! glorious but immaterial substances, 
that all evcat truths are discovera -\ infinite wisdom. perfec tion and be- 
bie by reason, and yet the greatest) atitudes, which a finite intellect 
reasoners could never discover or | could never have ln ruired 
fix the fundamental doctrines of| discovered. 
reason and truth. It is iadeed pre-; And when the first canse has thus 
fended, that revelation comes in} manifested itself, the works become 
only as an aid to nature, and that a proper witnesses to whatthe word has 
well attested interposition of Divine! vevealed concerning bis greatness 
authority becomes unto ail men al and perfection. Then na tral m ‘ANS 


mind, 


' “ -“*)* 
Cyphers. - 
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iust er ound of ran to th ind trut hs. 
‘itch to make out by the help of 


reason only, was a work of difftcal-| 


ty, time and stu ay. ‘Lo talk of re- 
— as acrutch, to save diflieu! 


. time or study, isempty sopiuism. 


study herein, did not accomplish tt. 


ng that there was no truth for 


Pp which they could not account. 


rz° . , bs i. ’ , 
there remains then noother w ay | 


ito come at the knowledge of the 


i hie st Cau SO, 
; tations 36 
Pgrace and me 


B States but reason is 
Patural oman 


but by his own manift 
what nature could not re 


ly increases in the Knowledge 4 Su- 


pernatural things, till at last she. 
Srows stronger, and is able to one 
herself up to a distant contempla- 
piion Call that her 
pit.) of the glo 


faculties can ad- 


Ny ass the 
notices 


Supreme Infinite. 


here are proportioned to our 


not canable oi 


-, universe, are an wh UEC 


‘duvistble 
Chis intelectual pride or reftance 
on reason, has given us In later’ 
ages lamentable instances of hu-| 
nan tvailtv; ty the fail of wise! 
wen into desperate errors—imagin- 
‘in the verdict of our 


rey have supplied. By! 
adue meditation on what has been. 
revealed, the human mind eradual- 


ies Which encom-/: 
Bor the) 
most achristian. Uhe gift of preach. 
weak, and the | ing is 
the this too a man may have, and bs 


become illustrations of the superna- 
‘tural ones, and visible things an 
evidence of intelicctuals. ‘Phe gran- 
deur, excelience, and order of the 
siionauble de- 


omonstration of the cliect of infinite 
How comes it that the greatest men | 


who cousumed thetr whole time and | 


thus the 
elories of the 


power and wisdem, and 
Fleavens declare ihe 
Godhead. 


eo ‘ 4] v2? “wots ,33 
From tie Almecsi Christian. 


christians 
oWit Opinion. 
Phe heart of man is the greatest 
impostor and cheat in the world. 
Mvery grace has its counterteit, 
‘Chere may be the highest professi- 
on Without any real conversion. He 
only knows God aright, who knows 
how to. obey him, and obeys him 


Most of us ere rood 


hia according to his know ledee of 


Bim. A ang: d understanding, have 
all they that do his venient nts.°? 
A inan may have great and emi- 
nent gilts, yea spiritual gifts, and 
yet bs but almost a Christian. The 
eift of prayer is a spiritual gilt. 
This aman may have, and be bata! 


also a spiritual gift. Now 
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but almost a christian. Judas, was 
a great preacher—So were they who 
came to Christ, and said «*Lord we 
have prophesied in thy name, and 
in thy name liave cast out devils.” 
A graceless professor may heve 
more gilts than the most holy be- 
ficvers. He may out-pray, aud out- 
preach and out-do them, while they 
in sincerity and integrity, and in 
every thing really christian, great- 
ly excel him. 

The eflicacy of the word doth not 
depend upon the authority or elo- 
quence of him who speaks it; but 
upon God, who blesses it. God 


\ 
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viour to die for sinners. So long g- 
sin is unseen, or thought lightly of, 
Christ will be unsought. Wherc 
there is thorough conviction the seeq 
of the word will grow; but where 
convictions are slight or common, 
there the seed withers for want of 
depth. 

Break off all false peace of con. 
science. ‘There is the peace of God, 
and there is the peace of Satan, 
and they are as contrary as heaven 
and hell. ‘The peace of God in the 
soul, is a peace flowing froin the 
removal of guilt; but the peace of 
Satan arises from, and is maintain. 


may use @ man’s etlts to bring ano-jed, by a stupidity of spirit, and in. 


ther unto Christ, when he himself, 
whose gifts God uses, may be a 
stranger unto Christ. One man 
may Confirm another in the faith, 





and yet be a stranger unto the faith. ! ness of mercy. 


it is beyond the power of the great- 
est gilts to change the heart. A man 
may preach lixe-an Apostle, pray 
like an Angel, and yet may have 
the heart ofa devil. Many will go, 
loaded with gifts, to hell. 

The conscience of a natural man 
is subject to distress and trouble. 
(sod sometimes sets the word home 
upon the sinners conscience, and 
applies the terrors of the law to it. 
in this case the sinner usually be- 
takes himself to a lite of duties, or 
of pleasure, in order to fence trou- 
ble out of the conscience. He en 
deaveurs to forget himself in vain 
amusements and company, and 
thereby hopes to silence couscience, 
How often, though in the midst of 
gaiety. and dissipation, is the sinner 
still wretched, and what is his as- 
sumed cheerfulness and hilarity, but 
a desperate effort to conceal from 
others, and bring himself to forget, 
his wretchedness and despondency? 


| 


sensibility of guilt, upon the con. 
science. God will have the soul 
truly sensible of the bitterness of 
sin, before it can taste the sweet. 
The constant me- 
thod of God ts, first to shew a man 
his sun. and then his Saviour—firs 
his danger then his Redcemer—first 
his wound, then his cure—tfirst his 
own Vileness, then Christ’s righte. 
ousness. 

There are three things of which 
we should especially be convinced— 

ist. ‘The evil of sin—This ts the 
greatest evil in the world. it wrongs 
God, it wounds Christ, it grieve 
the Holy Spirit, and ruineth a pre- 
cious soul, 

2d. ‘The misery and desperate 
danger of a state of impenitence, 


and the misery of our state by na 
ture, we shali never be brought to 
seek help in another. 

3dly. ‘Phe utter insufficiency ant 
inability of any, save Jesus Christ, 
to minister relief to the guilty soul. 
it is an infinite righteousness, that 
must satisfy for us; fer it is an int 
nite God who has been offended by 





Until the sinner be convinced of!us. If ever our sins be pardoned, 
. . i H . : . . _ I’ 
sin he can never be converted from) it must be infinite mercy that pa 
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sin. Christ’s coming was as a Sa-'dons them; if ever we be reconcnt! 
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io Ged, it is infinite merit must do 
it. Ifever our hearts be changed, 
and our state renewed, it must be 
effected by infinite power; and if 
our souls escape hell, and be saved 
at last, infinite grace alone will 
save them, 

Get sound convictions, if you would 
be sound Christians. Yet never 
rest in convictions, and mistake 
them for conversion. Remember 
this; slighted convictions, are the 
worst death-bed companions, There 
are two things especially, which a- 
bove all others make a death-bed 
very uncomfortable. 

ist. Resolutions and promises of 
amendment, not performed. 


On Peace. 











2d. Convictions slighted, and not 
improved, 


When a person takes! importance of 
. | 
up purposes to become a child of| 
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peace is no proof of the soundness 
of it. It is not unusual to see even 
notorious sinners dying in peace, 
and to meet with enthusiasts of va- 
rious and opposite kinds rejoicing 
in a peace of mind which is not 
clouded by a single doubt. For let 
a person be only firmly convinced 
that he is right, and peace will fol- 
low naturally. His peace will then 
depend upon the strength of that 
conviction, and not upon the just- 
ness of it. Hence it will vary ac- 
cording to a person’s natural tem- 
per, his modesty or his arrogance, 
his knowledge or his ignorance, as 
well as according to the doctrines 
he imbibes. We may Icarn from 
this view of the subject the great 
sound scriptural 
knowledge and true religious prin- 


God, and yet puts them not into exe-| ciples. Where these are to be found, 


cutions When he is convinced of sin 
and duty, and yet will not improve 





the probability is, that if a just 
peace is not to be obtained, at 


these convictions—O! this will sting | least a false one will not be en- 


and wound at last! 

Hath the spirit of the Lord been 
at work in your souls? Have you 
ever been made to feel the evil of 
danger and sin, the misery of your 
state, and the insufficiency of all 
things under heaven to help you! 
Have you ever been taught the full- 
ness and righteousness of Jesus 
Christ, and necessity of resting up- 
on him for pardon and peace, for 
sanctification and salvation? O then, 
as you love your own souls, as ever 
you hope to be saved at last, and 
enjoy God for ever, improve these 
convictions, until they rise up to a 
sound and perfect conversion. Then 
you will ve not almost, but altoge- 
ther a christian. 

— 


From the Christian Observer. 
Of the false ways by which men en- 
deavour to obtain peace. 
flere I must begin with remark- 
‘ng, that the strength of a person’s 


| 
| 


joyed. 


‘on error or ignorance, and these 


A false peace must be built 


‘are removed by a thorough know- 


'tedge of the truths of scripture. 


A false peace being built either 
upon erroneous views of what God 
requires in order to salvation, or 
upon erroneous ideas of the manner 
in Which his favour is made known 
to us, it is obvious, that in order 
to try the foundation of our peace, 
we must examine whether our views 
are just concerning the terms of sal- 
vation, and the necessary evidence 
of the safety of our state. I shall 
begin with the first of these. 

1. It is far from being uncommon 
in the world to hear a person de- 
clare his religious creed in such 
terms as these: «*Whatever bigots 
may aflirm, or enthusiasts believe, 
Lam certain that God is our mer- 
ciful father, and will make allow- 
ance for the frailties of his creatures. 








tie knows what passions he gave 



























































us, and will surely consider their 
strength and our weakness. It is 
dishonourable to him to indulge any 
fear of his goodness, Possibly, in- 
deed, it may be proper to make an 
example of gross hypocrites, or of 
those who have been flagrantly un- 
just, Who have defrauded the widow 
end the fatherless, or in secret shed 
the blood of their neighbour. 
cases as these, to which human 
laws do not extend, Divine justice | 
may reach: but as for those whose 
hives, allowing for human infirmity, 
are on the whole respectable, sure- 
ly they need entertain no uneasy 
apprehensions, ’-mm_-=Such are the 
arguments by which unchastity, 


drunkenness, covetousness, and the 


want of holy dispositions, though 
declared by the word of God to ex- 
clude men oo heaven, made 
to appear as things of no moment. 
Let a sin receive these senti- 
muents, it matters not upon how 
slight evidence—it matters not that 
the word of God contradicts them | 
—and he will lave peace; and this! 
peace he will enjoy so long < 
continues firm in these sentiments. | 


_RGre 
are 


He may even die in composure, as | 


well as live without fear. [tis only 
some uneasy fear that sin may not. 
be so easily forgiv en; some secret | 
suggestion of conscience that all is’ 
not rieht within; some unwelcome | 
remembrance of passages of scrip | 


ture, declaring that repentance and /s 


holiness are necessary to salvation, | 


Which can shake this man’s peace: 
vutif he can shut his eyes to the 
truths if hee 


On Peace. 


Such | 


as he's 


be the result of gross ignorance, ang 
neglect of serious inquiry. Where 
ithe conscience is enlightened by sony 


degree of scriptural knowledge, 
there must be something much more 
than this to serve as a foundatio), 
for the peace of the soul. There 
are persons, therefore, who seck 
peace by the adoption of a new reli. 
gious system, perhaps a true onc, 
Ignorant before of religion, a ney 
world as it were now opens to their 
‘view. ‘They read the scriptures, 
‘and they attend to religious conver. 
sation with much curiosity and de. 
sire to know the truth: a complete 
change perhaps takes place in their 
religious opinions; their imaginati. 
on is alive to religion; their thoughts 
are occupied with it. They see with 
surprise the scheme of the Gospel; 
‘anew light seems to have shined 
tito their minds; and now that they 
can discern the way of salvation, 
and that they have obtained as they 
doubt not, from above, such wisdom 
cand light, they do not scruple to 
consider themselves as being In i 
safe state. They rejoice in it ac- 
‘cordingly, and are filled with peace 
in thus helieving. 
| Now,’supposing the system of re 
ligion Which they have adopted to 
be the true one, still it may be ask- 
ed, does the mere belief even of th 
truth save the soul? Is not thi 
‘what St. James condemns, when hit 
| says, Can faith save a man!” Can 
a mere speculative faith, howevel 
‘true, save aman? Have not the ve- 
ry devils a clear and just concepti- 





an contrive to engross'on of the most important truths: 


his mind with wordiy business, or} Have there not been innumeralilc 


corrupt his 
pleasures: is he can, by 
explain away the age SeRSC 
vord of Bad then will 
— to his s 
ontinue In undisterbed repose. 
2, Such a peace as this can onl 


he return! and 
tate of security, and, from the truth, and yet whose deeds 


v 


conscience with sensual) hypocrites, who could speak wilh 
sophistry» the tongues of angels, who coul 
cof the! point out with wonderful fluency 


correctness every departure 


{won evil? Does our Saviour, °° 
-'do his Apostles tell us to depend 0" 
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On Peace. 


yur opinions, on the fancies of our{point out a hope in His word upon 
minds; or the clearness of our con-| which we may and ought to rely, 
ceptions? Our Saviour declares, | and then, rejecting that as imper- 
«He that heareth my sayings, and’ fect, communicate one in a different 
doeth them, shall be likened to the| way. ‘We are saved,” saith the 
wise man which built his house up-| Apostle, «by faith; in another place, 
on arock.” He allirms, that many | «by hope’? ‘hey both imply the 
shall come in that day, saying,| same thing, and both prove that 1£ 
«Lord, Lord, have we not cast out! is not by sight, by fecling, by im- 
devils in thy name?” (something! pressions; for these are not faiths 
much more than a bare belief of the! these have not the truth revealed in 
truth,) «fo whom he will say, I| Scripture for their object. While 
never knew you: depart from me,|our hope and faith are built upon 
ye that work iniquity.”? He declares,| Scripture solely, and we appeal to 
that he who keepeth His command-| the Law and to the Prophets, we 
ments, he it is who loveth Him.|rest upon the same foundation as the 
The Apostle exhorts us to beware| Apostles; but if we depart from the 
of being deceived: ««Little children’’’| written word, and, neglecting that, 
says he, «let no man deceive you.|seek for a new revelation, not that 
He that doeth righteousness is righ-| Christ died to save sinners, but that 
teous, even as he is righteous.” All| God hath saved us; then we do not 
those passages of Scripture, and I} build upon Christ, but upon our own 
might quote whole books to the same| feelings; we do not believe upon the 
effect, plainly prove that something | authority of Scripture, but upon the 
more is required of us than merely} authority of our own impressions: 
adopting opinions, however true} our faith and hope, our peace and 
they may be. comfort, stand on the foundation of 
5. Anotherclassof persons build) these. What a dvor is here opened 
their peace, not upon the declara-| for delusion and enthusiasm! How 
iions of Scripture respecting the/is the attention thus drawn from the 
character of those who shall be ac-| word of God, to follow an unknown 
cepted, or the invitations there given| guide! How do we leave the pro- 
fo every repenting sinner to believe| mises, to build upon the phantoms 
in Christ and be saved, but upon) of fancy! 
some secret suggestions, some im-; It must be allowed, indeed, that 
pression made onthe mind, some)|the Holy Spirit is the great Author 
Vision or voice, some uncommon) of light and peace: but He commu- 
feeling, by which they imagine they | nicates them, as we learn from 
are assured of the favour of God| Scripture, by impressing (he traths 
towards them. Now, granting that) revealed in the Bible on our hearts; 
extraordinary things may have hap-| by removing our prejudices against 
pened in some very particular cases, | them; by disposing our hearts to 
still it must be remembered that} attend to them; by exciting holy at- 
even In these, faith in tle Gospel of} fections in consequence of the view 
Christ, faith-in the revelation once; we have of them. This is the work 
given by Christ and by His Apostles,| of the Spirit; but this gives usa 
must be the foundation, the only! view, not of our particular interest 
foundation, for peace and hope.) in Christ, but of that interest which 
fod does not give one revelation to! all have in Him, who truly embrace 
supersede another: He does not! the faith of the Gospel, and shew 
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that they do so by a holy life. Thus {which check deviations from duty, 
the Spirit testifies of Christ, not of} and quicken a return into its path 
us; fills us with joy in believing the/ which are the great instruments 
old, not in receiving a new revela- |that God employs to keep his peo- 
tion; makes known the truths of|ple humble and watchful, lively in 
Scripture, not truths with which|faith, and upright in their lives, 
Scripture is unconcerned. Let us then seek, by carnest study 

{ shall conclude with a remark or | accompanied by fervent and perse. 
two, drawn from what has been vering prayer, to Know the will of 
said, |\Christ revealed in’ Scripture, and 

1. It is not to be denied, that illustrated by his example; and 
some good persons have built their, then follow it. Whatever peace, or 
— on those evidences which 1} whatever feelings we have, let us 
ave just laid down as unsatisfac-|mark their practical influence: if 
tory; but in this case, it has been mer tend to produce, not a partial, 
their errer that they bave neglected | but an universal respect to all God’s 
what was truly a good evidence, and will, so far they are right, and all 
dwelt upon what wag imperfect mad ee Christian peace will tend to 
unsound. Weare to call no man/| produce that effect. Now may the 
naster, however highly we may peace of God, Which passeth all un. 
esteem lin: our faith j is to be built) derstanding, keep our hearts and 
only upon the words of Christ and minds, through Christ Jesus. Amen. 





His Apostles. Men have erred, | —— 
councils have erred, churches have 


| 
erred: in one age, one opinion or! Hints on Public Worship. 
system has been in fashions in| [Continued from pagt: 170,] 
another, a differentone: and there is, We now procced to the more im- 
reason to fear, that, in general, we | mediate work of prayer, inlercession, 
are apt to fay too much scress upon and thanksgiving, as required by 
what is peculiar to ourselves and to the exhortation of St. Paul to Ti- 
our party, and too little upon what ‘mothy: «] exhort therefore that 
is really Important, and what is supplications, prayers, inte rCeSsIONs, 
held to be so in Scripture. ‘with giving of thanks, be made for 
2. We may lay it down as a all men.’ (1 Tim. iit. 1.) This 
maxim, that grace in the heart is) work is introduced by two short 
far more important than light in the|sentences, one to be used by the mi- 
understanding, or than comfort and/nister and the other by the people, 
peace, himmes founded, The peace | the piety and si: nplicity of which are 
of the Gespel has a close connec-| very affecting. Vhe minister address- 
tion with sanctification, as well as a; ing ‘himself to his beloved flock, says, 
inanifest influence upon it. Andone, The Lord be with yous and they 
great evil which arises from ailjwith a return of affection, answer, 
false ways cf obtaining peace is|.dnd with thy spirit. This inter- 
this, that they have no necessary | change of kind regard is such as 
connection With sanctification; they| becomes the connection between 4 
are separated from it; they may} minister and his people, while both 
subsist with an unhallowed frame of} are reminded of their dependence 
mind; and they are often valued/on the presence and lMessing of the 
kecause they remove that wholesome | Great Head of influence to his 
yineasiness and trouble for sin,|church, for “grace whereby they 
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yuay approach God acceptably with 
reverence and godly fear.” **With- 
gut Him we can do nothing”? from 
right motives and toa right end. 
These mutual affectionate wishes 
having found utterance, the minister 
srocecds to say, Let us pray, and 
the people put themselves in the 
proper posture for prayer, by fall- 
ing on their knees. 

“After an alternate cry for mercy 
and salvation by the minister and 
people, the collect for the day is read, 
except when the communion ser 
vice is read. This changes every 
Lord’s day and holiday, and is suited 
to the Epistle and Gospel with which 
it stands connected. ‘Then follow 
two other collects, differing at morn 
mg and evening service, aud con- 
faining petitions for blessings rela- 
tive both to this life and to that 
which is to come. In these the 
people are to accompany their mi 
nister with the devout breathings of 
their hearts, and at the end of each! 


to testify their hearty concurrence | 


by the word Amen, which means, so 
be it, loudly repeated, 

Then succeeds a prayer for the 
President of the United States and 
all in ctoil authority, whom God 
hath set over us, and under whose 


shadow we live in the enjoyment of 


our civil and religious privileges. 
And while the exhortation of the 
Apostle (1 ‘Tim. il. 2.) renders the 
use of such a prayer an indispensa- 
ble duty, the blessings which we 
enjoy make it a high privilege. 

To these prayers is added one 
for the clergy and people,—for Bi- 
shops, the Divinely instituted go- 
vernors of the church of Christ, 
and for ministers, whether prebyters 
or deacons,—all who have the care 
of souls committed to them, by 
Whatever other name they are dis- 
tinguished. ‘These deeply need and | 
have a powerful claim on our 


Hints on Public Worship, 


prayers. 


«They watch for 
souls as those who must give an ac- 
count.”” By their ministry we are 
introduced to the church of God at 
Baptism, and are instructed in our 
childhood and youth in those prin- 
ciples which are the foundation of 
happiness in this life, and of hope 
ina better. They teach us to wor- 
ship God, and go before us shewing 
us the way to the mercy-seat. They 
instruct us from the puipit what we 
must do to be saved, pointing us to 
“the Lamb of God who taketh away 
the sins of the world.”” From their 
hands we receive the sacred em- 
blems of the body and blood of 
Christ. They are employed in for- 
ming the bond of domestic union, 
and “bless it by their prayers. When 
we are sick, they come at our sum- 
mons, examine into the nature of 


our 





our repentance towards God, call 


forth our languid feelings of confi- 


dence in our Redcemer’s grace, and 
arm us by the declarations and pro- 
mises of his gospel against the fear 
of death, commending us la prayer 
to the mercy of our God. And, 
finally, when our mortal bodies 
have yielded to the stroke of death, 
they commit them to the grave in 
hope of the resurrection to eternal 
lite. ‘To these persons, under God, 
our obligations are many and great, 
and while we consider the commis 
sion which they hold from God our 
Saviour, our obligation to them, 
and the arduous nature of their du- 
ties, surely they have a claim on 
our daily intercessions. “Brethren, 
pray for us,” was the earnest re- 
quest of an Apostle, and it is the 
request of all his successors in of- 
fice who know the nature of that 
office; and itis a request with which 
we ought cheerfully and earnestly 
to comply. In their claims our own 





‘of this duty; 


interest unites in the performance 
for unless Hermon be 
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watered with the dew of heaven, jthat druth, unity and peace may be 
the hills ef “Zion must fail of re- | estored to it and prevail in it. We 
freshincut. ‘Lhe ministers of God | pray for our brethren in affliction, 
ere the appointed channels of bles-/ generally; and no doubt can arise 


sing to his peeple, and they must be !on the propriety of such petitions, 
Watered by his grace in order that; The general thanksgiving is so 


they may water others, called, Rcause itis a summary of 
the prayer for all conditions of all those blessings which as men and 
gen is an act of intercession for the|Christians we have received, par. 
whole world, and more especially |ticularizing crealion, preservation, 
for Christ’s holy scatholtc church.” !and redemption. It is impossible 
ft isa form of missionary suppli- {that a form for public worship, or 
cation for all nations, that God’s|indecd any form whatever, could 
ways and his saving health, or great specify all our obligations to Divine 
salvation, may be known unto them. imerey; but in this excellent formu- 
[t has long been in-use; but as it/lary we are instructed in what man- 
has uot produced its due effect Insnera thankful spirit will necessarily 
efforts to spread abroad the know- |shew itself, namely, in our lives, by 
lode of the gospel, it may be fear-| giving up ourselves to the service of 
ef that it has not been used aright.' God, and by watking before him in 
But it may be hoped from the mis- holiness and righteousness all our 
sionary spiritwhich has latterly been days. And weare taught to im- 
excited, that we begin to feel the’ plore : grace from God, that we may 
duty and to pe rceLve ‘the importance e'he en: abled thus to shew forth his 
af such a petition.  Wheneverit is praise. Lt is deeply to be regretted, 
read. tay we remember with melt- that so few instances occur of per- 
ing jufy and fervent desire the aw- ‘sons who have requested the prayers 
ful a: sof the heathen world, and of the church. publicly acknowledg- 
fe earnest for the promised tnga- ing the mercies they have receiv ed. 
thering of Souls to the goad She- | MM: ay we not repeat the tender com- 
pherd,  "Bastg t's grace our- plaint of our blessed Lor d, and say 
selves, iIngy we & buportunate that\in his language, «Were there not 
our feliow-sinners may be made ten cleansed, but where are the 
partakers with us. While in this | nine?” 
and the Lord’s prayer we ask that] 


' 
! 
| 
! 
es aru = 
' 
{ 


t'Po be concluded | 

his ‘kingdom toay come,” may we! a 

feel encouragement from the assu-! From Ue Failh and Practice of a 
ance 0 at he shall «shave the hea. Churchman, 

then fer his inheritance and the ut- Passo for frow slighting or un- 
most oie of the carth for his pes-! ‘dopvaluing the several parts of reli- 
session.’ — But our prayers are herve | SLOUS service, because they are pre- 
offered, not forthe heathen world scribed, and we comm inded to. use 
only, but also for those «who name | those words, and no others, that i 
the name of Christ? our Lord. And. fike them much the better, For as 
surely while we consider the state far as J can find, since miracles 


of religion in our own and other, ceased, there always was a form of 


countries professing Christianity, prayer and service prescribed; and 
we shall feel the necessity of pray-|it never was fett to every clergyman 


ing that the church may be guided to say What prayers, and use what 


and governed by God's good Spirit, form of service he pleased; muc 
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jess Was an extempore prayer to|preached, sacraments adisinistered, 


God in public approved of, For be-|and all other 


sides the indecenc ys that will of- 
ten be committed in extemporary 


prevel uted if we can, when we ad-) 
dress ourselves to the infinite majesty: 


af Heave » and earth in behalf of his! 


church, es well as on the concerns 
of our own souls) If speaks respect | 
‘yo God, when we 


care that nothing but what is well, pity them that are not, 


weighed be offered to him, 
scribed form also is the enly way to 


And secing whatever is fit for 
ask in public ts known sufficiently, | 
why should net the 
he used on such occasions be defined 

Besides that, if is an ease to} 
mind, when f know before 
what Dam 
there aire very few men, 
with Whose extempore prayers, | 
would willingly jotu. In extem- 
pore prayer also, it is too ofter 
found, that he that prays, will offen 
inere express and vent, his own 


Sn aici 
gralbitd 


eontless 


private thoughts and passions, than 
ihe desires and wanis of the con- 


vreration and church. 

Aud seeing a prescribed form in 
eeneral is Way 
expedient or necessary ta public, i 
think math 
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or for the frame and composure of it. 
Mor itis for itsmatier. exactly agree 
able to scripture and the cenius ef 


' 


nothing prayed for or 


+ 


our religions 


done, but what (as far as we can 
carn of his will by scripture) is ae-| 


eptable to that great God, whom! 
alone we serve and pray to; and for 


the Composare of our Liturgy, it is 
such as public devo. 


nevery thing 
to be, and so exactly | 
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tons ought 
aiter the ancient pattern, filled with 
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take all passible | 
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Pe ‘t are such things, < 
‘flourishing of religion and the peace 
1.of the church do very much depend, 
‘For [I consider 
‘dices may lie on their ininds, which 
may in time be removed—that they 
takes, which may be correeted, 
istill Ido not so much 


accounts thus | 
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Wanting ih 
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occasional religtous 
oflices performed, that bl cannot bat 
it, and must profess my 
and astonishinen!, thatany 
persons —_ should either dislike 
orslight 

Ih row’ Tam strictiy regular, 
according to the rales of the Litur- 


ey aad command of the church; aud 

t wish all men were even as I, and 

and pray to 

A pre-|God that they who are otherwise 


iminded may he convinced and see 
keep up uniformity among o urselves, | their error, 
is to | give nme 


kh thank God who hath 
30 good an understanding 
my steie 


with others, But yet f forbearjudg- 
fing or condemning all that io not 
loxactly AS ! do, po that en nat 


with me in all these things, which 
though they are not fundamentals, 
as on Which the 


some great pre}i- 
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But 
attend to other 
‘peoples scruples, as to be by them 
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any own practice, but not rashly to 


condemn other men. For L can 
‘tinake more excuses for beng than 
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master. And Lam sure, if more 
becomes an humble and private 
christian to look after his own ac- 
tions, than to be sharp in spying 
out, or severe in censuring the car- 
riage of others. 

From Bishop Wilson’s Admonition to Parents. 

Most parents are concerned for 
their children’s present welfare, and 
too often renounce a good conscience, 
rather not provide for them; while 
few are careful to give them such 
instructions and examples, as by 
the grace of God, may secure them | 
an eternal inheritance. | 

It is a strange stupidity, and) 
they should be told of it, for parents 
to be much concerned to have their! 
children dedicated to Godin baptism. | 
and yet utterly unconcerned how 
they behave theinse!ves afterwards. 
‘The least that parents can do, 1s to 
instruct, or get instructed, their 
children, in the principles of the 
christian religion; to pray for them 
daily, and to sce that they pray dai- 
Jy for themselves; to possess their 
minds with a love of goodness, and 
with an abhorrence of every thing 
that is wicked, and to take carethat 
their natural corruption be not in- 
creased by evil examples. 

It is a sad thing, to see children, 
under the very eye of their parents, 
and too often by their examples, get- 
ting habits of vanity, of idleness, of 
pride, of intemperance, of tale bear- 
ing, and many other sins which 
might be prevented by a christian 
education. 

Parents therefore should be made 
sensible of their guilt, in suffering 
their children to take evil ways. 
They should often be told that hu- 
man nature, being extremely cor- 
rupt, we necd not be taught, and be 
at pains to go to hell; we shall go 
thither of course, if we do not 





strained by the grace of God, and 
their own care and endeavour, 

They should know, (however 
loth they are to hear it,) that they 
are their children’s worst enemies, 
when they willsee no faults in them, 
connive at what ought to be cortec. 
ted, and are even pleased with what 
ought to be reproved, 

In short, a parent who has any 
conscience of his duty, will) not 
suffer the least sin to go unreproved; 
but then he will take the Apostle’s 
advice, not to provoke their children 
to wrath by a causeless or too great 
severity. 


—— oe 


lias the reader made any advan- 
ces In his spiritual career? Has 
he through the help of Divine grace, 
obtained any conquest over his spi- 
ritual foes? Let lim remember that 
mach still remains to be accomplish. 
ed: that his victories must be fol- 
lowed up. Let him keep in view 
the splendour of that treasure, the 
stability of that kingdom which 
await him; a treasure that shall ne. 
ver fade, akinedom that shall never 
be moved. Let him take to him- 
self the whole armour of God; then 
though hosts of adversaries should 
assail him, he shall stand undaunt- 
ed and unmoved: he shall lift his 
head above aH his foes; and when 
he has fought the fight, the captain 
of his salvation, shall lead him on 
to victory and triumph, to glory and 
a crown. 


FEELING, Is, in its very nature 
transient. It is at best but the me- 
teor’s blaze shedding strong, but 
momentary day, while principle, 
the true principle, be it faint at first, 
as the star, whose ray lias nearly 
reached our earth, is yet the living 
light of the higher Heaven, which 
never more will leave us in uttet 
darkness, but lend a steady beau 





make resistance, and ave not re- 


to guide our way. 
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